Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission

June 7, 2008 Minutes

Commission Consideration of Proposed Recommendation of Designation of Wynkoop House as a Landmark

10:08 – Ben Shor, Vice Chair of the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission, asked for a motion to open the Public Hearing.  A motion was made by Tim Hunt to open the Public Hearing, and Marian McCorkle-Beckerman seconded the motion.  All of the Commissioners voted in favor of the motion by a voice vote.

Present: 

Gary Tinterow, Chair

Ben Shor, Vice Chair

David Cavallaro

Tildy Davenport

Anthony DiGuiseppe

Tim Hunt

Marian McCorkle-Beckerman

Shannon Schreibman

Michael Warren, ex officio

Absent: Harry Hansen (came in shortly after the meeting began)

A quorum was present.

Ben Shor proposed waiving the reading of the minutes from the May meeting. The Commission approved by voice vote.

Gary Tinterow, Chair of the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission, recused himself in order to present his Marbletown Landmark Designation Application as a resident of Marbletown.

Ben Shor announced the beginning of the public hearing portion of the meeting.

Mr. Tinterow presented a brief presentation of his application.  

A. The address of the proposed property is 3721, Main Street, Stone Ridge, in the town of Marbletown. The property was identified as Lot #3 on the survey map provided. 

B. There is no proposed work on the property at present, so no impact on adjoining properties. 

Support:

Mr. Tinterow stated that the proposed property, known as the Wynkoop House, is a contributing property to the Main Street Historic District and is a designated State and National Historic Landmark. The original structure of the kitchen wing was a tenant house, constructed circa 1720. The Main House was built from 1766 to 1772. The kitchen was modified in 1929. A window was added on the South facing wall and the roofline was compromised. A photograph from 1920 was presented to support this. A porch on the façade of the house was added in the 1870’s. This was reproduced again in the 1970’s. Mr. Tinterow recommended the porch not be considered in the application.

A dutch barn that stood on the property, fell in the early 1970’s. An 18th Century dutch barn, from Cherry Valley, NY, was moved to the property and reconstructed in 2001 adjacent to the foundation of the original barn. The dimensions are the same as the original dutch barn. The barn was intentionally not placed in the same location as the original barn, in order to leave the original foundation visible. This barn is recommended for inclusion in the application as a non-contributing building.  

The foundation of the original dutch barn is recommended for inclusion in the application as a contributing structure.

The original wagon shed, which stands to the south of the house, remains in good condition. Mr. Tinterow recommends it be included as a contributing building.

There are 5 remaining locust trees out of the initial 6, which date back to the construction of the house on the original property of 66 acres. In 1839 the property was divided into 6 lots and the boundaries of the house remain the same today. These trees line the front of the property and are recommended for inclusion in the application. Commissioner Anthony DiGuiseppe asked about the original purpose of the trees. It was stated that they often served as lightening rods as well as decorative features. It was pointed out that the trees are contributing factors and should be included in the application.

(Commissioner Harry Hansen arrived and was present for the remainder of the meeting.) 

Mr. Tinterow stated that Cornelius Wynkoop, the original owner of the property, was a notable personage in the community and Ulster County. He built the road that is essentially Rt. 28 today. It was also stated that George Washington stayed at the house in 1782. 

It was asked if anyone had any further public statements to make. Michael Warren, member of the Marbletown Town Board, commended the Commission for their thoroughness in evaluating this application. He stated that the town is looking forward to proceeding with its review of the application.

Tildy Davenport asked for clarification on the acreage of the property because it states both 13 acres and 12.5 acres in the application. Mr. Tinterow explained he was giving a general description in the narrative and that it was actually 12.5 acres. 

No rebuttal was presented opposing the application.

Commissioner Anthony DiGuiseppe stated that the Commission has reviewed the application, and recommends, in addition to the house, wagon shed, re-erected dutch barn, original dutch barn foundation, and 5 locust trees, that the front porch and fence be included in the application. The fence was recreated historically accurate, based on a fence pale found in the house and a photo taken of the house from 1880, and it should be preserved. 

Mr. Tinterow agreed that the front porch, the original dutch barn foundation, and the fence should be included in the application.

The property meets a number of criteria for designation as a Town Historic Landmark: 

· “The property is identified with historic personages” {36-3 (1)}. The original owner of the house, Cornelius Wynkoop, was a significant member of the community, and George Washington visited the property in 1787.

· “Embodies a unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood” {36-3 (5)}. The Wynkoop property stands out in the center of town, right on Main Street (Route 209), as a very large stone house with its barn and wagon shed, all very visible from the road.

· “Is listed on the State and/or National Registers of Historic Places” {36-3 (6)}.  This property is listed on both the State and National Registers of Historic Places.

Ben Shor asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing.  David Cavallaro made a motion that the Public Hearing be closed.  Shannon Schreibman seconded the motion.  All of the Commissioners voted in favor of the motion to close the Public Hearing.  The hearing was closed at 10:39 AM.

The floor was opened for discussion from the Commission. 

There was no opposition to the application from the Commission. 

The Commission asked that Mr. Tinterow strike the sentence “I recommend that this porch not be designated as a contributing feature of the house.)” from Page 3, in the narrative description of his application. The Commission also asked Mr. Tinterow to add the Foundation of the original Dutch Barn to his application, as well as the Reproduction of the 1818 fence that follows the original fence line.  Mr. Tinterow agreed to submit a revised application with those changes. 

The Commission recommends to the Town that the application being considered include the following:


Main House 


Wagon Shed


Dutch Barn


Foundation of the original Dutch Barn 

5 locust trees along Rt. 209


Reproduction of the 1818 fence that follows the original fence line

Tildy Davenport made a motion that the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission recommends to the Town Board that the Marbletown Landmark Designation Application submitted by Mr. Tinterow be approved as amended. Tim Hunt seconded the motion.  A roll call vote on this motion was held, and Ben Shor, David Cavallaro, Tildy Davenport, Anthony DiGuiseppe, Tim Hunt, Marian McCorkle-Beckerman, Harry Hansen, and Shannon Schreibman all voted in favor of the motion.  There were no abstentions, and no votes against the motion.  The motion passed.

The discussion about this application was concluded at 10:52 am.

The general meeting of the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission for June proceeded.

• The Canary Hill cell tower was discussed. A letter drafted by the Commission was sent to SHPO in Albany. Tectonic will be required to acknowledge it in their revised application. They are presently revising their application to erect a cell tower because the first application didn’t meet certain criteria. Maggie Colen recommended that a representative from the HPC attend the ZBA meetings on 7/23, 8/27 and 9/24. Shannon Schreibman asked about the appropriateness of a property owner below the site of the proposed cell tower, using her husband to represent him as his lawyer. The Commission felt it was not a conflict.

• The sidewalk project on Main Street in Stone Ridge and the Commission’s role in it was discussed.

• The CLG Grant was discussed. It was mentioned that the first priority of the grant is to educate Commissioners. The second is to catalog historic structures of the town. This would mean updating the Ruth Piwonka survey. Harry Hansen offered to write a recommendation to indicate what needs to be improved in this survey. Gary Tinterow will inquire about training programs for Commissioners. The grant is due on July 31st.

The next meeting will be held on July 12th, 2008.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:32 am.

Respectfully submitted,

Marian McCorkle-Beckerman

