Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission

August 21, 2008 Minutes

Commission Consideration of Proposed Recommendation of Designation of Wynkoop House as a Landmark

Place: The Marbletown Community Center, 7:00 PM

Present: Ben Shor, David Cavallaro, Tildy Davenport, Anthony DiGuiseppe, Harry Hansen, Tim Hunt and Shannon Schreibman 

Excused:  Marian McCorkle-Beckerman

Recused: Gary Tinterow, 

A quorum was present.

Ben Shor, Vice Chair of the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission, opened the meeting by asking for someone to be acting Secretary, and Anthony DiGuiseppe volunteered. A vote was taken to waive the reading of the previous minutes, and it was carried. 

A motion was made and seconded to open the Public Hearing.  All of the Commissioners voted in favor of the motion to open the Public Hearing.  The Pledge of Allegiance was held.

The purpose of the Public Hearing was to conduct a hearing on the designation application of Gary Tinterow for 3721 Main Street. It was noted that that the hearing was advertised in the Kingston Daily Freeman on July 30th, and it was noted that no members of the public have elected to attend the hearing.

Ben Shor conducted the meeting, and Gary Tinterow was asked to give a presentation of his application.

Mr. Tinterow presented a brief presentation of his application.  

The address of the proposed property is 3721, Main Street, Stone Ridge, in the town of Marbletown. The property was identified as Lot #3 on the survey map provided. 

Mr. Tinterow stated that the proposed property, known as the Wynkoop House, is a contributing property to the Main Street Historic District and is a designated State and National Historic Landmark. The original structure of the kitchen wing was a tenant house, constructed circa 1720. The Main House was built from 1766 to 1772. The kitchen was modified in 1929. A window was added on the South facing wall and the roofline was compromised. A photograph from 1920 was presented to support this. A porch on the façade of the house was added in the 1870’s. This was reproduced again in the 1970’s.

A Dutch barn that stood on the property, fell in the early 1970’s. An 18th Century Dutch barn, from Cherry Valley, NY, was moved to the property and reconstructed in 2001 adjacent to the foundation of the original barn. The dimensions are the same as the original Dutch barn. The barn was intentionally not placed in the same location as the original barn, in order to leave the original foundation visible. This barn is recommended for inclusion in the application as a non-contributing building.  

The foundation of the original Dutch barn is recommended for inclusion in the application as a contributing structure.

The original wagon shed, which stands to the south of the house, remains in good condition. Mr. Tinterow recommends it be included as a contributing building.

There are 5 remaining locust trees out of the initial 6, which date back to the construction of the house on the original property of 66 acres. These trees line the front of the property and are recommended for inclusion in the application.   The trees are contributing factors, and should be included in the application.

Mr. Tinterow stated that Cornelius Wynkoop, the original owner of the property, was a notable personage in the community and Ulster County. He built the road that is essentially Rt. 28 today. It was also stated that George Washington stayed at the house in 1782. 

After the presentation there were questions asked by Anthony DiGuiseppe to clarify the presentation: specifically that the fence was included in the designation, that the foundation of the original barn was included, that the barn that was moved to the property was historical, that Main Street in Stone Ridge was not a historic district under the present Marbletown law; that no designation was being asked for the interior spaces, and that the entire property was not being designated.

Tim Hunt asked if Mr. Tinterow could supply to the committee written documentation for Marbletown records of the history of the house, which Mr. Tinterow agreed to do, although as Harry Hansen stated this is not required at the hearing, but should be asked for in the preliminary stages, prior to the hearing, following the State’s requirements.

Ben Shor stated that the property meets a number of criteria for designation as a Town Historic Landmark: 

· “The property is identified with historic personages” {36-3 (1)}. The original owner of the house, Cornelius Wynkoop, was a significant member of the community, and George Washington visited the property in 1787.

· “Embodies a unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood” {36-3 (5)}. The Wynkoop property stands out in the center of town, right on Main Street (Route 209), as a very large stone house with its barn and wagon shed, all very visible from the road.

· “Is listed on the State and/or National Registers of Historic Places” {36-3 (6)}.  This property is listed on both the State and National Registers of Historic Places.

A motion was heard, and seconded, to end the Public Hearing, and it was unanimously passed

The hearing ended at 7:44 PM, and the Committee deliberated on the application without Gary Tinterow present.

After some discussion, a proposed resolution was read by Ben Shor, which had the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission recommending to the Town Board that the Marbletown Landmark Designation Application submitted by Mr. Tinterow be approved.  A motion was made and seconded, to approve the resolution.  A roll call vote on this motion was held, and Ben Shor, David Cavallaro, Tildy Davenport, Anthony DiGuiseppe, Tim Hunt, Harry Hansen, and Shannon Schreibman all voted in favor of the motion.  There were no abstentions, and no votes against the motion.  The motion passed.

Ben Shor announced that resolution would be sent to the Town Board along with the minutes of the meeting, as soon as the minutes were typed up.

The commissioners agreed that the next Historic Preservation Meeting would be on Saturday, October 11th.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Anthony DiGuiseppe

