Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission

Minutes of the Meeting held at Town Hall,

October 9, 2010 10:00 am

Present: David Cavallaro, Chris Cole, Anthony DiGuiseppe, Harry Hansen, Tim Hunt, Marian McCorkle-Beckerman, Gary Tinterow, Commissioners; Doug Adams, ex officio.

Excused:  Ken Gray, Shannon Schreibman.

Recused:  Harry Hansen

The chairman called the meeting to order.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

The Public Hearing to consider the request for designation of the Stone Ridge Library was opened at 10:10 am.
The Commission reviewed an Application requesting designation of the Stone Ridge Library as a Marbletown Landmark.  This application was received by the Town Clerk on September 8, 2010.   

Mr. Hansen recused himself from service on the Historic Preservation Commission in order to present the application for Landmarks Designation.  Referring to the Application, he noted that he was requesting the designation of two adjacent domestic buildings, the John Lounsbury house (begun in 1798) and the Evert C. Wynkoop House (by 1797), and a well house, at 3700 Main Street, Stone Ridge.  
Mr. Hansen described the Lounsbury House as a two-story three-bay gable-ended house, with a side-hall on the north end.  The house is similar in appearance to the Tock Tavern, just two doors south.  Although Tock Tavern (mid-eighteenth century) was recorded as a one-and-one-half story house when the two-story Lounsbury house was being built in 1798, after Tock Tavern was enlarged it received a front porch that was imitated by Myron Teller when he renovated the Lounsbury House, after 1909.  Interior moldings, fireplace surrounds, and possibly the shutters were installed by Teller in the second decade of the twentieth century.  (Teller then worked on Tock Tavern after 1917.)
Mr. Hansen described the Evert C. Wynkoop house as a five-bay one-and-a-half story stone-ended frame house with a clapboard front and back.  In 1798, a 20 x 20 foot stone “outlet” (usually a kitchen) was recorded, but it is no longer extant;  it was probably removed for the mid-nineteenth-century frame addition.  There is also a 1920s frame kitchen addition at the rear.  The front façade was altered toward end of the nineteenth-century with a central cross-gable with windows of two-over-two sash windows.  The windows on the main floor, also two-over-two, are nineteenth-century replacements of the now-missing eighteenth-century windows.
The design and configuration of both houses are unusual in Marbletown and Ulster County.  The Lounsbury House is perhaps closest in design to the George Gross House on Old Kings Highway, Kyserike, while the Wynkoop House is similar to the house adjacent to the Mill Dam on Mill Dam Road, Stone Ridge.

A blacksmith of Welsh heritage, John Lounsbury occupied his house soon after 1798 until 1818, when he moved across the road to the Cornelius Wynkoop House.  He was Marbletown Town Clerk in 1803 and from 1822 to 1828.  He was a state senator from 1818 to 1821, and an inspector of schools.  The Lounsbury House became the Stone Ridge Library in 1909 and thus figured prominently in local history for the last century.  
The adjacent Wynkoop House was acquired from Evert Wynkoop’s widow, Rachel Hardenberg Wynkoop, by Dr. Isaac Hasbrouck  (1786-1864), a prominent Marbletown resident. He was Town Supervisor in 1827-8, and served as school inspector from 1813-43.   The house was sold to the library by Merton and Rita Blanchard in 1978.  A modern hyphen was built connecting the two houses.  Being less than fifty years old, the hyphen does not qualify as a contributing feature.
Commissioners asked Mr. Hansen questions regarding the dates of the rear and side additions of both buildings, as well as approximate dates of the exterior alterations (late-nineteenth-century for the Wynkoop House and early twentieth century for the Lounsbury House), in addition to questions about the hyphen connecting the two houses.  Mr. Hansen underscored the rarity of the existing well house.  There was a discussion around the work of Myron Teller in Stone Ridge and Kingston.
The Chairman invited the public to comment.  There were no comments.
After asking whether there were any further questions or comments, the Chairman closed the Public Hearing at 10:38 am.

The Commission discussed the application, which had been reviewed at the Historic Preservation Commission meeting on September 11, 2010.  The importance of these two buildings to the heart of the Stone Ridge hamlet was noted.  The application was praised for its thoroughness and accuracy, and the Commission expressed its thanks to Harry Hansen for its preparation.   The Chairman asked for a motion to recommend that the Town Board accept the application and designate the two buildings of the Stone Ridge Library as local landmarks.  Ms. McCorckle moved to recommend the designation to the Town Board, and Mr. diGuiseppe seconded the motion.  The motion was carried unanimously: David Cavallaro, Chris Cole, Anthony DiGuiseppe, Tim Hunt, Marian McCorkle-Beckerman, and Gary Tinterow, Commissioners, voted Aye; none was opposed and there were no abstentions.
Action by the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission

Resolution Date: October 9, 2010

A RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND THE DESIGNATION OF

The John Lounsbury House (ca. 1798) and The Evert C. Wynkoop House (by 1797), also known as The Stone Ridge Library, 3700 Main Street, Stone Ridge, New York
We, David Cavallaro, Chris Cole, Anthony DiGuiseppe, Harry Hansen, Tim Hunt, Marian McCorkle-Beckerman, and Gary Tinterow, a quorum of the duly appointed members of the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission, do this 9th day of October 2010 adopt the following resolution: 

WHEREAS, as set forth in Marbletown Local Law No. 1 of the year 2007, the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission may recommend the designation of landmarks and districts of historic and cultural significance; and

WHEREAS the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission has reviewed the application requesting designation of the John Lounsbury House and the Evert C. Wynkoop House, known as the Stone Ridge Library, at the September 11, 2010 Historic Preservation Commission Meeting, a copy of which is annexed hereto; and

WHEREAS a Public Hearing on the potential designation of the Stone Ridge Library was held on October 9, 2010; and the minutes concerning same are annexed hereto; and

WHEREAS, Marbletown Local Law No. 1 of the year 2007, provides the following criteria under which the Town Board may designate an individual property if it:  


(1) Possesses special character or historic or aesthetic interest or value as part of the      cultural, political, economic or social history of the locality, region, state or nation; or


(2) Is identified with historic personages; or


(3) Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style; or


(4) Is the work of a designer whose work has significantly influenced an age; or

(5) Embodies a unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood; or

(6) Is listed on the State and/or National Registers of Historic Places, or which is the subject of a pending application for listing, where such property meets one or more of the criteria of this section.

WHEREAS the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission has made the following findings of fact concerning the proposed designation:

The two buildings of the Stone Ridge Library (The John Lounsbury House and The Evert C. Wynkoop House) constitute the heart of the Historic District of the hamlet of Stone Ridge, Marbletown and thus represent an established and well-visited feature of the hamlet;  that they embody the distinguishing characteristics of the vernacular Early Republic (or Federal) style;  that both buildings were built and lived in by historic personages, i.e. prominent citizens of Marbletown, from the late-eighteenth century until the early twentieth century; that both are well-preserved examples of vernacular domestic architecture; and that both are listed as contributing buildings to the Main Street, Stone Ridge, Historic District on the State and National Registers of Historic Places.
NOW THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we, David Cavallaro, Chris Cole, Anthony DiGuiseppe, Tim Hunt, Marian McCorkle-Beckerman, and Gary Tinterow, a quorum of the duly appointed members of the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission do this 9th day of October, 2010, determine that the Stone Ridge Library at 3700 Main Street, Stone Ridge, New York, comprising The John Lounsbury House, The Evert C. Wynkoop House, and the existing well house, meets the criteria defining a landmark as set forth in Marbletown Local Law No. 1 of the year 2007; and we hereby recommend that the Town Board designate this property a landmark pursuant to Local Law No. 1 of the year 2007.  

__________________________________________ 

Gary Tinterow, Chairman 

Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission

Date of Adoption: October 9, 2010

The Historic Preservation Commission resumed its regular monthly meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Gary Tinterow

Chairman

