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Minutes of the Meeting held at Town Hall 

February 12, 2005, 10:00 am 

Present: Mssrs Charles Cullen, Anthony DiGuiseppe, Harry Hansen, Timothy Hunt, Robert Mitchell, Ben Shor, Gary Tinterow, Commissioners 

Ms. Carbone, Associate 

Mr. Vin Martello and Ms. Brooke Pickering Cole, ex officio 

Excused:  Ms. Tilde Davenport,  Mr. Phil Ryan  

Mr. Tinterow called the meeting to order.  The minutes from the previous meeting were approved.   

Brooke Pickering Cole introduced herself as the new liaison to the Town Board, and spoke of her work with the Community Development Committee.  Formed in 1999 as the Business Development Committee and subsequently renamed, the CDC volunteered to advise the Town Board on the proposed renovation of route 209 through Marbletown.  Dan Shuster was invited to make some proposals for the work that the New York State Department of Transportation had initially scheduled for 2003.  The CDC subsequently administered a grant that paid for a landscape architect to devise a plan for sidewalks in the Main Street Historic District in Stone Ridge.  That plan was conveyed by Vin Martello to the New York State DOT in spring 2004.  The State postponed the work on Route 209 first to 2006 and, most recently, to 2009.  Ms. Cole stated that the CDC may appoint a new committee to advise the Town Supervisor on the Route 209 corridor.  In addition, Ms.Cole reported that the CDC may conduct a new survey to ask Town residents about the Route 209 renovation as well as what work they hoped the CDC might do.  Finally, Ms. Cole suggested that the CDC committee for the walking trail might benefit from coordination with the Historic Preservation Commission. 

Mr. Martello indicated that he was sanguine about the possibility of the receipt of a $250,000 grant to the Town to work on sustainable development.  He requested that the Historic Preservation Commission name a permanent representative to the Planning and Zoning Committee.  Mr. Shor was elected to the position. 

Mr. Tinterow reported on conversations with officials at the New York State Preservation League.  The NYSPL has volunteered to address the Historic Preservation Commission at its April meeting and to offer advice and assistance as the HPC develops recommendations for preservation legislation for Marbletown. 

Mr. Hansen spoke about recent activities of the Rochester Historic Preservation Commission and suggested that they be invited to the April meeting with the New York State Preservation League.    

Mr. Cullen displayed the map that he had made of the High Falls Historic Commission.  He indicated that maps of the remaining three districts were forthcoming. 

Mr. Shor introduced Ms. Jeannie Goldberg, a member of the Saugerties Zoning Board of Appeals and archaeologist.  Ms. Goldberg recounted the history of preservation efforts in Saugerties:  The inventory of historic properties began as a result of a DAR survey for the 1976 bicentennial.  An Historic Preservation Commission was appointed in the late 1970s.  The Village of Saugerties enacted preservation law in 1979 and became one of the first Certified Local Governments in New York State.  Zoning law was passed in 1979 but the comprehensive plan was not adopted until 1999. 

The recent preservation efforts in Saugerties were provoked by the potential demolition of the 1740s Wynkoop House, a stone building adjacent to the New York Thruway ramp in the township of Saugerties, outside the limits of the Village of Saugerties.  Although the owners of the house had it placed on the State and National Registers of Historic Places, new owners stripped the interior of the house and sold it unfinished.  The next purchaser intended to install a medical center in the building.  The Town of Saugerties enacted an emergency provision to protect any listed properties from destruction.  The Wynkoop House was then the only listed property in the township.   

In March 2003 a committee was appointed to draft Historic Preservation law for the Town.  The committee worked with the New York State Preservation League.  The law was passed by the Town Board in March 2004. It specifies that properties are proposed by the Historic Preservation Commission to the Town Board for designation.  Ms. Goldberg recommended that any law adopted in Marbletown include proper notification to the Town Board.  Saugerties law does not allow the property owner to veto designation, but if the owner indicates their objection to the Town Board then in most instances the Town Board would decline to designate the property.  Although Saugerties did not enact a tax abatement schedule for designated properties, Ms. Goldberg indicated that the Town of Woodstock is investigating this procedure.  The Historic Preservation Commission is appointed for four-year terms.  She recommends that commissioners not be required to be Town residents, since qualified applicants may live in adjacent towns. 

Ms  Goldberg stated that her committee had sent the proposed legislation first to the New York State Preservation League for their recommendations.  It was subsequently sent to the Town attorney and the Town Board.  There were two public hearings and one SEQRA hearing.  The Town has recently applied for a grant to conduct a Cultural Resource Survey.  There are 1645 buildings in the Town of Saugerties built before 1945.    

   

Before the meeting concluded, officers of the Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission were elected.   

Gary Tinterow, Chairman

Ben Shor, Vice-Chairman,

Anthony di Guiseppe, Secretary

Dora Carbone Treasurer 

The commission voted to recommend to the Town Supervisor that Dora Carbone be appointed a regular Commissioner and Tilde Davenport be appointed an Associate Commissioner. 

It was resolved to adjourn at noon and the next meeting was set for Saturday, March 5, 2005,  10:00 am at Town Hall. 

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Tinterow 

