Marbletown Historical Preservation Commission  

April 9, 2005

Meeting Minutes 

Opening of Meeting 10 AM

Closing of meeting 12 Noon 

Attendance:

All Commissioners Present Except Phil Ryan

Associates in Attendance: Danielle DiGuiseppe, Tildy Davenport

Guest Speaker: David McKay, Chief of Programs, NYS Preservation League

Other Guests: John Horner, Stone Ridge Library, Mr.  & Mrs. Ralph Diaz, and Ruth Van Diles, Rochester HPC 

Agenda

Voted Approval of March Minutes 

Revisions in By Laws, leave 3-year term as listed, gender revision is accepted. An acknowledgement and verbal summary given by the President of other municipalities  HPC laws which were previously distributed to all via email; 

It was noted that although there is an Architectural Review Committee for Marbletown books but  there seems to be no standing committee to enforce the law, and that the Ulster County Savings Bank was the first new building under the law and yet it did not conform to the detail of the law.

It was reported that all Federal Historic District maps were completed and some were on the walls in the Town Hall.

It was noted that there was no acknowledgement of the letter sent to the ZBA from our committee on the proposed High Meadow School addition. 

Guest Speaker David McKay addressed the group: 

The NYS Preservation League is willing and able to help the HPC, Town Board and the Community to help in formulation, review and education of a Historic Preservation Law, and assist the HPC to become a Certified Local Government (CLG).  

It was explained that:

  There is money and assistance to help the HPC pass a law;

  There is pro bono legal counsel to review a proposed HPC law;

  They are working on lobbying for financial incentive for the public to have 

  their properties designated as historical, under a law;

  There is help from their legal staff to address issues that the HPC would face 

  in review procedures once a HPC law is established;

There are training workshops (paid) for Commissioners of an HPC, and training can be had for Commissioners pro bono before a law is established and that can be had for Town Board Members as well, as well as the community. 

A discussion ensued as to what a schedule could be to present and vote on a HPC law for Marbletown. Should it be before November 05 elections or after. General Agreement was that a meeting with the Town Board members would be helpful. It was suggested that a workshop held by the NYS Preservation League with HPC Commissioners and Town Board and PZBA. Then a possible public meeting. The NYS PL can do presentation to the Community once a meeting was held with the Town Board. 

It was reiterated By David McKay that there is funding available once the HPC becomes a CLG.  

A discussion on what to designate in Marbletown and where to start. It was noted that the logical start would be with the districts already established by the National Register, and the contributing properties lying within. No decision was made on this issue.  

It was suggested that at the May Meeting the HPC do a point by point discussion of the Boiler plate HPC law and everyone should review the same before the meeting. The May meeting would be May 7th, 2005.  

Other Business: 

The Stone Ridge Library reported that they are commissioning and Historic Structures Report for Marbletown, as asked for the HPC support. A vote was taken and support was given.

