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Meeting of August 7, 2004 

Marbletown Town Hall, 10:00 am 
 

Present:

Proposed Commissioners

Charles Cullen

Anthony diGuiseppe

Harry Hanson

Timothy Hunt

Robert Mitchell

Ralph Neaderland

Gary Tinterow 

Associates:

Dora Carbone

Danielle Korwin diGuiseppe 

Ex Officio:

Vincent Martello

Tanya Ricci 

Excused:

Philip Ryan 

A quorum being present, Gary Tinterow called the meeting to order.  Minutes from the meeting of July 10, 2004 had not yet been submitted, so Mr. Tinterow reviewed the previous agenda in order to determine if any progress had been made.   

The need for display in Town Hall of an integrated map of the Historic Districts was discussed and emphasized.  Anthony diGuiseppe agreed to coordinate the creation of the map.  Maggie Zolan, Zoning Secretary, indicated that it would be helpful to provide the lot numbers for all properties in the historic districts so that that information could be entered in the Town's computerized inventory.  Harry Hanson suggested that the Town Clerk should have this information.  Maggie Zolan indicated that once she had the list of listed properties, she would give notice to our Commission of any request for building or zoning permits that fell within the Historic Districts.   

Mr. Hanson introduced the guest speaker, William Schnitzer, who had been instrumental

in developing the Landmark Preservation law for the Town and Village of New Paltz.  He indicated that issues of historic review had previously been considered by the New Paltz Planning Board.  Mr. Schnitzer became Vice-Chair of the Planning Board and began to work on a draft of preservation law, with the help of the Preservation League of New York. The law was passed in November 2001, and two commissions of historic preservation were created, one for the Town of New Paltz and one for the Village of New Paltz.  The essential feature of the law is that once a property has been designated a landmark by the H.P. Commission, and that designation has been accepted by the property owner, then any exterior alteration is subject to a "Certificate of Appropriateness" by the Commission. 

Mr. Schnitzer emphasized that it was important:

1. To get the "right" people on the Commission: especially professional architects, historians, and preservationists.  He warned that realtors have been known to oppose preservation law, claiming that preservation law lowers property value when the opposite has been demonstrated. 

2. To contact SHPO and the Preservation League of New York, who can obtain speakers for Town hearings. 

3. To lobby the Town Board, chamber of commerce, and community leaders well in advance of the delivery of the draft law. 

4. To include landscape and open space in the designation of properties. 

5. To avoid the mistake of the Town of Saugerties, which sought to landmark interiors as well. 

6. Not to charge for the certificate of appropriateness. 

<SPACER size="21" type="HORIZONTAL"></SPACER>7.  To apply for the "Certified Local Government Program"once we have passed a    landmark law.  

Mr. Martello indicated that the Conway School will prepare an environmental survey of  Marbletown.  He also indicated that Bob Smisko, project engineer of the State DOT, finally has a copy of the Town's proposal for the renovation of route 209.  The work is slated for mid-2006, and Mr. Smisko wishes to hold some community meetings. 

Mr. Martello requested a mission statement from the commission and advised us to be inclusive in our interests.  Mr. Hunt responded that we best focus our energies on achievable goals. 

Mr. Hanson agreed to obtain the section and lot numbers for the Zoning secretary.  Mr. DiGuiseppe agreed to coordinate the creation of a map of the Historic Districts.  Mr. Shor agreed to obtain copies of the landmark law in neighboring towns.  Mr. Neaderand indicated that the resources in the Ulster Community College library were available for consultation.  Mr. Tinterow will investigate obtaining the "Commission Partners Training Manual" from the Preservation League of New York. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gary Tinterow

