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Minutes of the Meeting held at Town Hall 

November 6, 2004, 10:30 am 

Present: Charles Cullen, Tilde Davenport, Anthony diGuiseppe , Timothy Hunt, Paul Ryan, Ben Shor, Gary Tinterow, Commissioners 

Danielle diGuiseppe,  Ms. Carbone, Associates 

Excused:  Harry Hansen, Robert Mitchell  

Mr. Tinterow called the meeting to order.  The minutes from the previous meeting were approved.   

The new Commissioner, Ms. Tilde Davenport, was introduced. 

There was a discussion of the information needed to prepare the maps of the existing Historic Districts. Mr. DiGuiseppe was waiting for material from Mr. Hansen identifying the contributing properties.  Mr. Cullen will then have the maps prepared in Kingston.

There was a discussion of Local Law no. 1, Section II B., 1, which indicates that the Historic Preservation Commission shall be informed once a month of all requests for permits for construction, alteration or special use in the Historic Districts.  Anthony diGuiseppe, liaison from the Historic Preservation Commission to the Codes Enforcement Officer, received the list of permit applications that had been placed in the Historic Preservation mailbox, and will review the permits. 

There was a discussion of the destruction by the State DOT of a 240-year-old-black locust tree on route 209 in front of Wynkoop House, which belongs to Mr. Tinterow.  He remarked that only extraordinary efforts can prevent local agencies from pursuing their agendas despite the resulting negative impact on historic properties.   In this case, the intervention of Congressman Hinchey, the Office of the Secretary of the Interior, and the State Historic Preservation Office only slowed the DOT, but could not prevent the DOT from acting. 

There was a discussion of the pending application from the High Meadow School before the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Ben Shor and Paul Ryan will attend the architectural presentation on November 17 on behalf of the Historic Preservation Commission. 

Mr. Shor introduced David Baker, the historian of the Town of Hurley.  He is the principle author of the proposed Historic Preservation legislation of the Town of Hurley.  He offered the following remarks and suggestions:

<SPACER size="36" type="HORIZONTAL"></SPACER>Create lap maps for easy reference for residents and Town officials.

<SPACER size="36" type="HORIZONTAL"></SPACER>Be in contact with the Preservation League of New York, which will provide legal review of any proposed legislation.

<SPACER size="36" type="HORIZONTAL"></SPACER>Engender as much community support as possible prior to proposing the final legislation to the Town Board.  Invite cooperation of Tax Assessor and Code Enforcement Officer.

<SPACER size="36" type="HORIZONTAL"></SPACER>Be specific as to what will be protected:  Archaeological as well as colonial sites, native, slave, African-American, as well as European sites,  cultural sites  (sports) as well as customary houses, barns, and commercial buildings over 50 years old, scenic views.

<SPACER size="36" type="HORIZONTAL"></SPACER>Legislation need not indicate "how to preserve" but should require preservation, which includes maintenance.  It should be as broad and inclusive as possible.

<SPACER size="36" type="HORIZONTAL"></SPACER>New construction should blend in with the existing built and natural environment. 

Mr. Baker cited the failure of previous legislation to preserve an 1810 frame house on the Main Street in Hurley.  The previous owner allowed the building to become hazardous through neglect;  the new owner rebuilt rather than preserved the existing structure, destroying whatever integrity was left. 

Mr. Baker prefers to landmark individual properties and structures rather than to create districts.  Town of Hurley has only one district now.  Under his proposed legislation, which is based on the State draft legislation, with elements of the Saugerties and New Paltz law, the Historic Preservation Commission proposes designation to Town Board;  property owner has 45 days to challenge designation.  Town Superviser will not designate against the will of the owner. 

Mr. Baker recommended we be in contact with Goerge van Sickle and Joseph Diamond. 

It was resolved to adjourn at noon and the next meeting was set for Saturday December 12, 10:00 am at Town Hall. 

Respectfully submitted,

Gary Tinterow 

