Marbletown Historic Preservation Commission

 

Minutes of the Meeting held at Town Hall,

 

May 9, 2009 11:00 am

 

Present: Anthony DiGuiseppe, Ken Gray, Harry Hansen, Marian McCorkle-Beckerman, Gary Tinterow, Commissioners; 

 

Excused: David Cavallaro, Tildy Davenport, Chris Cole, Harry Hansen; Tim Hunt, Shannon Schreibman, Commissioners; Mike Warren, ex officio.

 

 

The chairman called the meeting to order.

 

The Commission welcomed three officers of the Stone Ridge Library: Jody Ford, Director, Jim Hoover, Trustee, and Suzanne Haupsburg, Trustee of the Library Foundation.  The Commission congratulated the library officers for their work to preserve the John Lounsbery House, and asked to learn more about plans for expansion and preservation of the Library.

 

The library officers introduced the proposal of the architect, Butler, Rowland, Mays Architects LLC (www.brmarchitects.com).  They indicated that, apart from necessary repairs to the front porches of the Evert C. Wynkoop House and the Lounsbery House, and yet-to-be-determined repairs of the south gable-end of the Lounsbery House, no changes were anticipated to the front (east) facades of the two historic structures.  They showed preliminary plans for the new addition, to the rear (west) of the existing buildings.  The Commission noted that as planned, the new structure would require the removal of existing, historic sheds and lean-tos of the Wynkoop House, but recognized that such alterations would be necessary to integrate the new structure with the old. The Commission commended the Library for the handsome aspect of the proposed addition, noting its footprint and height. 

 

The library officers indicated that at present they intended to raise funds for the library expansion first (Phase One) and for preservation of the existing buildings later.  They noted that libraries were specifically excluded from access to stimulus funds by act of Congress.

 

The Commission spoke of the potential benefits that Landmark status might convey during fundraising, and of possible access to State and Federal funds.  The Commission recommended that the Library consider applying for local landmark status sooner than later, in order the better to coordinate the timing of the public hearings with its own schedule, to reassure the community about its commitment to preserve the existing buildings, and to create a beneficial climate for fundraising and development of its new building.

 

The meeting was adjourned at noon.  The next meeting will take place on Saturday June 13, 2009 at 10:00am.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Gary Tinterow
